THE ANGLICAN PARISH OF ST. MARK AND ST. PHILIP
ADVENT SEASON NEWSLETTER

NOTES FROM THE INCUMBENT

This newsletter will come out shortly after my induction as the incumbent of St. Mark and St.

Philip. This service on November 20" in some ways culminates the work of the parish over the past two
years. We have moved through a difficult time and through a time of meeting objectives and interim
ministry and now, through this celebration, declare our intent to move forward in ministry together as
priest and people. As we commit together to this work | pray that we will enjoy a stable and fruitful
relationship for many years to come.

Our first mandate is to continue to discern what the particular mission of this parish is. Recently
| circulated a survey by which we hoped to get input into this discernment process from people who live
in the South Calgary area. This process did not generate enough response (three) to create a report
which | had hoped we would circulate and discuss. Nevertheless, we continue to seek God’s guidance in
discovering what purposeful mission we are called to as God’s witnesses in this part of the city. | invite
you, in your prayers, to pray for our present and future mission. As you pray, be attentive to any
movement of the Spirit which you sense in the silence of your prayer and share that with me or a
member of the vestry. Rev. Brian D. Way.

P.S. | will be away on the Diocesan Clergy Retreat November 21-24, at a Landmark Education course
December 9 — 11, and on vacation December 31 to January 7. The Ven. Barry Foster has agreed to
preside at our worship services on December 11" and the Lay Readers will lead the services on January
1.

An Update from your Treasurer

It is unbelievable how the months have passed in this year. Please find below the
results after ten months.

Our envelope giving is right on budget, but the budget has a bigger climb in the last two
months as it is generally the time we have a | arg
trend will be no different than in previous years.

Our overall revenue is also on budget but we have to be careful to ensure that our
fundraising keeps pace with the budget ,so that our hall use/rentals donot get to be too large a
percentage of our budget.. As a result you have seen chickens being sold for fund raising.
Thank you, Mary, for taking the lead and getting us started on a new fund raising idea and
giving us a way to raise $350.00 painlessly. Additionally you have seen loaves being sold to
help increase our fundraising, any other ideas would be gratefully appreciated where other
people take the lead.



Our expenses have been able to be kept in line, so with these being under control we
may be able to undertake some outreach in the near future, please pray for us to be able to take
this step in our ministry.

As we look in to the next year by preparing a budget, we will need to look at every
revenue line and cost line to ensure we have a well balanced financial situation. Remember
when all the financial lines are in order, it allows us to think about the needs of the parish family,
community and world. Please continue to help us with the new concentration by financial
support that allows minds to dream for a ministry offering support for several groups.

Thanks, and God Bless
Harold Hippe, Treasurer

SING ALONG WITH MITCH? NO --- JOHN!

Remember the days of Mitch Miller and his toe-tapping songs? Everybody sang — even people who
couldn’t sing well. . His songs were so lilting and catchy that one couldn’t help but want to sing. Guess
what? The church has a modern-day Mitch Miller in the form of John Bell. “Common Praise” has given
us John Bell and the music of the lona Community.

John Bell, a minister of the Church of Scotland, is Music Director of the lona Community. He is as
prolific the Wesleys were in their time. He is described as “a musical John the Baptist,” complete with
sandals, long, shaggy hair and unkempt beard. It is said he could cause the rocks to sing. He compels any
assembly to sing by the sheer force of his charisma. He relies only on the voice — no sound tracks,
organs, or pianos — just unadorned song and the ability to unleash its power.

To understand John Bell and his music, it’s important to know a little about the lona Community
and the Church of Scotland. The isle of lona lies west of Scotland. It is small, rugged and somewhat
desolate looking. Originally, it was settled by St. Columba, an Irish monk. Tradition holds that a battle
broke out following St. Columba copying another monk’s Psalter, thereby devaluing it. ( St. Columba is
the Patron Saint of Plagiarists!) St. Columba and his followers fled Ireland by rowing across the Irish Sea
to lona in 563, where he established a new monastery. St. Columba was renowned for confounding the
Druids. In the 13™ century, the Benedictines built an Abbey at the site. Eventually they left and the
Abbey was abandoned for hundreds of years. It was crumbling and in ruins in 1938 when Rev. George
Macleod, a parish minister of the Church of Scotland in Glasgow, saw it and decided to rebuild it. The
Abbey was rebuilt entirely by volunteers. MaclLeod was the sort of man one either loved or hated.
Apparently, his own parish was understandably frustrated with his neglect of them in his zeal for the
lona project. However, he certainly had admirers as he was later given a Peerage and sat in the House of
Lords.

Macleod set up the Abbey as a contemplative retreat similar to a monastery. The Rule, set up
by MaclLeod and effective to this day, involves daily devotional discipline, sharing and accounting for
one’s use of time and money, and action for justice and peace. Although the lona Community is under



the auspices of the Church of Scotland, membership is open to members of other Christian
denominations, and it welcomes to its centers people of all traditions and faiths, or of none.

To understand Bell’s emphasis on singing without accompaniment, one has to look at the history
of music in the Church of Scotland (which in Canada became the Presbyterian Church in 1875.) It is
amusing to note that since time began churches have been bickering over organs and new hymns!

From my understanding, the Church of Scotland was a pretty staid and dour denomination,
viewing any church adornments as “Papist.” No accompanying musical instruments were allowed — the
organ being referred to as a “carnal instrument” and viewed as the greatest threat to Church of Scotland
purity. There were huge fights over its use. One of the first churches to get an organ was St. Andrew’s in
Toronto about 1851, - (the same church that had the audacity to begin using choir gowns some decades
later! ) In 1855, the Synod condemned the use of organs as “unscriptural.” However, by this time,
churches in Brockville and Halifax were also using organs and the fight was on. Eventually, organs won
the day and it has been my experience to find that the biggest and best pipe organs in any city are
usually in Presbyterian churches.

Similarly, hymns, other than the Psalms, were a definite “no-no.” Since the Psalms were divinely
inspired, choir rehearsals were forbidden. Choirs were expected to rely on some instant musical
inspiration, which by all accounts did not descend universally or frequently on the worshippers.

Bell generally uses familiar Scottish tunes because of singing a capella. They all have a
wonderfully lyrical quality and the delightful Scottish lilt. Because in Canada hymns are sung with
accompaniment, they have been harmonized and arranged. Most of the arrangements were done by
George Black of Western University, an Anglican musician of note. Bell despairs of congregations that
tend not to sing, and much of his work is devoted to convincing people that they can sing, irrespective of
their ability to read music.

New hymns are often criticized for the simplicity of their words and paucity of meaning. John
Bell’s words are rich in meaning. For example, s CNRB Y { KS C Ihds prdoNdd thdughts B | (i K €
images. Before | Take the Body of my Lord is incredibly moving with words worthy of Tennyson.

The Choir has been singing Bell’s works over the past weeks during Communion. Please
consider joining us. Remember Bell’s words: “Everyone can sing!

Mary C. Ross, Organist/Choirmaster

Annual General Meeting

The Anglican Parish of St. Mark and St. Philip will be having their Annual General
Meeting on Sunday, January 29", 2012 after the 10:30 service. Anyone who is
responsible for preparing a report and financials (if required) are asked to have them
at the church office between January 8™ and 15" at the latest so that we can prepare
the annual report booklet to be distributed on Sunday, January 22",




There will be a luncheon between the service and the start of the meeting. Everyone
is asked to please bring_a half loaf of sandwiches, finger desserts or cut vegetables or
fruit. Beverages will be provided. Watch for further details in your bulletin on setting
up tables and chairs for this meeting.

The Anglican Parish of St. Mark and St. Philip ACW will be holding their Annual
Snowflake Tea and Bazaar on Saturday December 3 from 1:00- 3:30 PM. Sewing,
knitting and crafts will be welcomed. Baking is a biggie- we are asking a lot for this
table but ,believe me, we have the best bake table in the city! Two to three items for
the bake table and one slice for the tea room would be greatly appreciated. For our
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Christmas decorations. We will need help on the Friday night, December 2" to set up
the two rooms. Volunteers will also be needed for serving, kitchen and staffing
various tables during the bazaar. Please let the ACW know if you can help (Joyce
Setters (403) 249-3797).
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Draw" for 2 basket to be drawn for at the Snowflake Tea.

1 Through the years with your help we have been able to support the following:
Northern Clergy Families, Veterans Food Bank, World Vision Child, Mustard Seed
Ministry, Vanning program, PWRDF, Samaritans Purse, College of Emmanuel & St.
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Katherine Hippe- ACW Secretary
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Sunday School Update
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The new school year of 2011- 2012 has begun; we are excited as to what God has in store for us

as we study people of the Old Testament. We are excited to announce that we will be having our annual

Christmas pageant again this year on Christmas Eve at the 7pm service. We will be looking for

volunteers and children to fill the parts in the play. Come out and enjoy the production on the birth of

our Lord Jesus. It is sure to be a moving moment for young and old alike.



We are still looking for someone willing to help with Sunday school with the music we would like
to incorporate in our programs. We feel that music could really talk to, and touch, the hearts of the
children.

We will continue with our collection of any loose change, to buy water filters for wells for
families in a country where they don’t have the luxury of clean running water as we do. We have done
very well with the collections in the last school year 2010-2011, and the children faithfully bring out the
collection each week. |am happy to report that we have collected enough change to purchase TEN
filters. We are now collecting for the thirteenth filter. Well done, everybody! It is a good lesson for all
of us how lucky we are to live in such a wonderful country and community.

Thank you to all the children and their family’s support of our Sunday school programs. Thank
you for our new volunteers in the Sunday school room.

Thank you all,

Stephanie Daye

UPCOMING EVENTS

Liturgy Digest: It is my hope that regularly after the 10:30 AM service, there might be a gathering of
interested persons to reflect on our Sunday morning worship. Those interested would gather from
12:15 PM to 12:45 pm to reflect on our worship experience and to consider ways in which we might
make our worship offering the best it can be. The group will set its own agenda — the first gathering will
be on the First Sunday in Advent, November 27"

SMSP will host a worship service celebrating The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity on Sunday, January
22" @ 7 PM. Using the theme for the week “We will all be changed” we will be joined by our
neighbouring churches of other denominations as we together offer worship as one Christian

community. Come and worship with other Christians in our community.

The Annual General Meeting of the parish will be held January 29" following the 10:30 AM service. If

you have an annual report to submit, please do so in the first two weeks of January. The reports will be
available for pick up on January 22" so that you will have an opportunity to read them prior to the

service. After Christmas, forms will be available at the back of the church for parishioners to nominate

persons for the various offices for which we need to elect lay people tofill: APeopf SQ& 2 | NRSy =
Members of Parish Council and 2 Lay Delegates to Synod.



Advent Bible Study: During the first two Sunday’s in Advent (Nov. 27 & Dec 4) the regularCatechism
study at 9:30 AM on Sundays will be suspended so that we might have a particular study for Advent.

The two week study will focus on the stories of Zechariah, Elizabeth and Mary in the first chapter of
Luke’s gospel in relation to Advent as a season of preparation — can their story influence our preparation
for Christmas? The study will run from 9:30 AM to 10:15 AM in the fellowship lounge — everyone is
welcome — no registration needed — just drop in!

Advent Lessons and Music: On the first Sunday in Advent, Nov. 27th, at 10:30 AM, we will enjoy a
service of Lessons and Music for Advent. Seven Advent readings will be read with music and hymns

interspersed as a beginning celebration for the season. Come celebrate the beginning of the season —
bring a friend.

Christmas Decorating: The Altar Guild invites you to participate in the decorating of the church for
Christmas following the 10:30 AM service Sunday, December 18". Bring a bag lunch to eat during the
coffee time after the service and then come back into the church to help prepare the space for our

Christmas celebrations.

DIOCESAN EVENTS

St. Barnabas Christian EducationA dvent Study Series

Leader: Jennifer Parsons, Religious Studies instructor at MRU.

A Christian mystic is a person who is, in some way, deeply aware of the presence of God;
who profoundly experiences God’s love and is transformed and inspired by the encounter.
Our four-week Advent study group will learn more about these exceptional Christians,
their struggles and their epiphanies, as we examine their life stories and explore their
messages of healing, hope, and joy.

November 27 e December 4, 11, 18. 12:15-1:15 pm

Upcoming Wisdow Centire eventy

9 Barbara Brown Taylor - December 2- 4, 2011. Taylor will be at Christ Church for a weekend
conference on ‘sacred darkness.” more information...

i Saving Paradise on Earth: Faith for the 21st Century ~ Rev. Rita Nakashima Brock PhD -

: Thursday, May 3 and Friday, May 4, 2012. Lakeview United Church more information...

9 Peter Rollins - November 16-18, 2012 . We are very much looking forward to

: welcoming Peter to Calgary.

9 Cynthia Bourgeault - April 22-26, 2013. Cynthia Bourgeault will lead a Wisdom

: Workshop at the Sanctum Retreat in Caroline AB.

9 Wisdom Centre Book Club - A group of clergy and lay-leaders meets monthly to either

: discuss a recent book or discuss an article or a pertinent topic. New members are
always welcome as this is an informal and flexible group. We meet on Wednesday


http://www.wisdomcentre.ca/events.html#BBT
http://www.wisdomcentre.ca/events.html#RN

afternoons (usually the fourth Wednesday of the month) from 1:30-3:00 at Spiritual
Directions (1407 10 St. SW, Calgary).

i St. Edmunds Christmas Tea - Sat., Dec. 3/11 11:30 AM -2 PM

9 Christ Church - Advent Procession: Sun., Nov. 27/11 at 7:30 PM.

9 St. Martin's/Church of the Good Shepherd: St. Nicholas Service, Sun. Dec. 4/11 at 3 PM, at
Church of the Good Shepherd.

9 Cathedral Church of the Redeemer offers Candlelight Vespers on Thursdays at 6 pm October
through April. The service is based on the ancient monastic rite sung at the close of the day. Led

by the cathedral choir, the service is sung in its entirety. It is a time for reflection and
recollection in which you can be restful in the presence of God and delight in the serenity of the
cathedral’s surroundings. Please join them at the end of the work day for a beautiful,
contemplative half-hour service of chant, silence, and candlelight.

{ Saturday, Dec. 24" @ 7 PM — Christmas Pageant and Eucharist. A child friendly service where :
: they participate in the telling of the Christmas story followed by the celebration and receiving of
: communion. :
§ Saturday, Dec. 24™ @ 10 PM — A traditional Choral Christmas Communion service (BCP)
f Sunday, Dec. 25" @ 8:30 AM — Our regular said Book of Common Prayer service.
1 Sunday, Dec. 25" @ 10:30 AM - A said service of Holy Communion with familiar Christmas

Carols.

1 Sunday, Jan 1* @ 8:30 AM Communion from the reserved sacrament.
: M Sunday, Jan. 1st @ 10:30 AM — A Service of Lessons and Music for Christmas.

1 PARISH OFFICERS
1 Incumbent: Rev. Brian Way
1 Rector's Warden: Leslie Miles  People's Warden: Liz Othen
I Treasurer: Harold Hippe Envelope Secretary: Andrew Daye
i Organist: Mary Ross Sunday School: Stephanie Daye
i Prayer Partnership: Barbara Deeprose
1 Parish Council: Andrew Daye, Chris Masterman, Nina Chiba, Sharen Stevenson, Harold
Hippe, James Jerrard, Mary Smith, Audree Wilson.
1 Church Address: 1802 - 33 Ave. SW, Calgary, AB T2T 1Y9
1 Phone; (403) 244-0198 Fax: (403) 245-5065
1 Email: office@parishofstmstp.com

1 GOING INTO HOSPITAL??




9 Ifyou are, itis helpful for the parish and clergy to know so that you can be remembered in
LIN @SNJ YR @GAAAGSRO® L F ¢&tadamily membey, friendor® || YSaal
member of the nursing staff know that your faith family is important to you and get them to
phone and leave a message at the church: 403-244-0198.

9 The deadline for submissions for the Epiphany issue of the newsletter is Dec. 22/11. There is
a submission box outside the church office, or you can e-mail your submissions to
murmor0l@telusplanet.net Thank you!




